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OBSERVATIONS,  &c. 


JL  HE  time  is  now  fast  approaching,  when  the 
blessings  of  peace  will  be  the  reward  of  a  long, 
arduous,  and  glorious  struggle,  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  Europe;  and  with  the  return  of  general 
tranquillity,  we  are  called  upon  to  contemplate 
those  relations  of  society,  which  such  an  order 
of  things  will  naturally  produce.  Owing  to  the 


long  continuance  of  the  war,  all  those  who  are 
now  in  the  middle  age  of  life,  can  have  had  no 
practical  experience  to  guide  their  judgment  in 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  changes  which  will 
result  from  a  state  of  universal  peace.  But  upon 
an  impartial  review  of  the  occurrences  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1792,  it  is 
probable  that  many  existing  regulations  must  be 
modified,  and  many  in  contemplation  abandoned ; 
among  which  the  alterations  in  our  laws  respect- 
ing Corn  appear  to  be  of  the  most  serious  impor- 
tance. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  this 
subject,  have  stated  the  result  of  their  inquiries, 
and  if  a  bill  in  unison  with  their  recommenda- 
tions should  be  brought  into  Parliament,  and 
carried  into  a  law,  it  would  probably  be  attended 
with  consequences  the  most  awfully  dangerous 
this  kingdom  ever  experienced,  (a)  The  report 
of  the  Committee  begins  by  stating,  that  their 
"  review  of  the  Corn  laws  shows,  that  so  long 


(a)  The  Acts  referred  to  by  the  Committee,  are : 
15.  Car.  U.  Cap.  7,  anno  1663. 
22.    „      IJ.     „   13,       „       1670. 
1.  William  II.  Statute  I.  Cap.  12. 


as  the  system  of  restraining  importation,  and 
encouraging  exportation,  was  persevered  in,  Great 
Britain  not  only  supplied  herself,  but  exported 
a  considerable  quantity  of  Corn ;  and  also  that 
the  prices  were  steady  and  moderate." 

It  appears  also  from  their  report,  that  the 
average  price  of  a  quarter  of  Wheat  was  33s  3d, 
for  68  years  preceding  the  year  1765. 

That  when  an  alteration  took  place  in  our 
Corn-laws,  and  the  exportation  was  restricted, 
and  the  importation  permitted,  the  price  of  Wheat 
per  quarter,  rose  from  33s  3d  to  44s  7d.  That 
owing  to  the  restriction  of  exportation,  and  not 
raising  the  limiting  price  of  importation  suffi- 
ciently high  by  the  act  of  the  31st  Geo.  III.  cap. 
30,  the  prices  continued  to  rise  to  an  average  of 
68s  5d  per  quarter,  from  the  year  1792  to  1803. 

That  though  the  law  was  altered  in  1804,  and 
the  limiting  price  of  import  raised  from  52s  6d,  (b) 


(b)  Lowest  limit  before  the  high  duty  attaches, 

£<i  10s  Od  per  quarter  for  wheat. 
DutyO     2     6 

2  12     6 


as  fixed  in  1 791 ,  to  (c)  65s  6d  per  quarter,  yet,  the 
restriction  upon  exportation  continuing,  this  \vas 
not  a  sufficient  barrier,  and  the  prices  still  con- 
tinued to  advance  till  from  the  year  1804  to  1813, 
the  average  price  of  a  quarter  of  wheat  rose  to 
88s  lid. 

Conceiving  themselves  right  in  the  inferences 
they  draw,  as  to  cause  and  effect,  from  the  docu- 
ments before  stated,  they  proceed  to  recommend 
as  their  remedy  against  high  and  unsteady  prices, 
the  raising  of  the  limiting  price  of  import  to 
105s  per  quarter,  and  the  leaving  the  export 
entirely  free. 

To  those  who  are  conversant  with  general 
commercial  principles,  the  bare  statement  of  the 
positions  assumed,  is  sufficient  for  their  refuta- 
tion. It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  a  more  minute  investigation,  plainly  to 
evince  the  erroneous  judgment  of  the  Committee, 
as  to  the  true  connexion  of  cause  and  effect,  in 
the  question  under  consideration. 

(c)  Lowest  limit  ^3     3s  Od 
Duty  026 

3     5     6 


Referring  to  the  table  in  the  report,  which  is 
herein  inserted,  marked  A,  it  will  appear  that  up  to 


A. 

A  TABLE,  showing  the  average  jprice  of  middling  Wheat  per 
Statute  Quarter;  the  average  excess  of  the  Exports  of  every 
sort  of  Corn,  Flour,  and  Meal ;  the  average  Imports  of 
the  same;  and  the  whole  Bounties  paid  on  the  Corn  export- 
ed during  the  years  of  the  several  Averages. 


Periods. 

Price  of 
Wheat 
<tP  stat. 
qr. 

The  Excess 
of  Exports. 

The  Excess 
of  Imports. 

Bounties 
Paid. 

3  years  average, 
ending  with  1688 
3  years  do.  ending  1691 
5  years  do.  ending  1696 
5  years  do.  ending  1701 
6  years  do.  ending  1707 
4  years  do.  ending  171  1 
4  years  do.  ending  1715 
4  years  do.  ending  1719 
5  years  do.  ending  1724 
5  years  do.  ending  1729 
5  years  do.  ending  1734 
5  years  do.  ending  1739 
5  years  do.  ending  1744 
5  years  do.  ending  1749 
5  years  do.  ending  1754 
5  years  do.  ending  1759 
5  years  do.  ending  1764 
5  years  do.  ending  1769 
5  years  do.  ending  1774 
5  years  do.  ending  1779 
5  years  do.  ending  1784 
5  years  do.  ending  1789 
5  years  do.  ending  1794 
0  years  do.  ending  1799 

The  one  year  1800 

s      d 
27     4 
26     0 
47      9 
42     8 
25   11 
49     9 
37     8 
33      1 
28  10 
37     7 
25     9 
30  10 
28     7 
27     9 
30     5 
36     2 
30     7 
43     2 
47     9| 
40     9 
45     9± 
43     3 
47     2 
63     5| 

113  4 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

£ 
none. 
66,600 
60,000 
26,773 
310,087 
192.533 
288,501 
248,192 
388,294 
286,829 
445,496 
576,550 
396.941 
775,137 
964,340 
354,332 
703,170 
156,505 
24,036 
193,225 
167.764 
268,148 
106,544 
1  38 

139,866 
289,304 
290,367 
453,986 
485,852 
532,732 
216,643 
468,844 
597,462 
446,378 
932,593 
1,080,077 
273,805 
676,117 



233,184 
276.206 
290,595 
185.906 
198.716 
1,145,584 
1,191,131 

2,259,379 





^ 

7,000,045 

the  year  1  765,  the  exports  of  Corn  upon  an  average 
exceeded  the  imports;  whatever  cause  therefore 
operated  to  lower  the  price  of  Corn  from  1696 
to  1765,  which  gradually  fell  to  an  average  of 
33s  3d  per  quarter  for  .Wheat,  it  could  not  be 
the  law  of  the  22nd  Car.  II.  cap.  13,  quoted  by  the 
Committee  as  restricting  importation  ;  for  by  the 
very  table  in  their  own  report,  there  was  not 
upon  an  average  of  5  years,  any  importation 
during  the  time  the  act  existed;  and  moreover, 
when  any  partial  scarcity  did  occur,  from  the  year 
1696  to  1765,  the  act  was  invariably  suspend- 
ed by  proclamation,  long  before  the  price  rose 
to  80s  per  quarter,  (d)  and  its  restricting  power 
carried  into  effect;  in  fact,  the  restricting  clause 
was  always  a  dead  letter.  It  appears  from 
Smith's  Corn  Tracts,  page  133,  that  the  average 
price  of  Wheat  per  quarter,  wras, 


from  1646  to  1686  ........................  £2     Os  lid 

from  1686  to  1765   ..  .....  .....  ...........   1   13     2 

Being  a  decline  in  England  of  .........  0     7     9 


(rf)  See  A.  Smith,  vol.  II.  p.  358,  Edinburgh  Ed.  1809; 
also  Smith's  Corn  Tracts,  p.  30,  31. 


It  appears  from  the  annexed  table  of  the  prices 
in  France,   (e)  that  from  1643  to  1692,  the  price 

was  <£2     7s  Od 

from  1692  to  1765  I   17     1 


Being  a  decline  in  France  of  0 


9   11 


But  according  to  Adam  Smith,  vol.  II.  page 
316,  there  was  not  only  no  bounty  upon  expor- 
tation in  France,  but  importation  was  encouraged 
and  exportation  prohibited.  Is  it  necessary  to 
say  more  to  refute  the  position,  that  the  restrain- 
ing importation  and  encouraging  exportation,  was 
the  cause  of  preserving  the  prices  steady  and 
moderate  from  the  year  1696  to  the  year  J765. 

B 

(e)  Price  of  Wheat  at  Paris  or  at  Rosay,  for  146  years. 


Price  of  73  years, 
Reign  of  Lewis  XIV. 

liv.  sol.  den. 

Price  of  73  years, 
Louis  XV,  and  XVI. 

liv.  sol.  den. 

From  1643  to  1652 
1653  to  1662 
1663  to  1672 
1673  to  1682 
1683  to  1692 
1693  to  1702 
1703  to  1712 
1713  to  1715 

35  14  1 
32  12  2 
23  6  11 
25  13  8 
22  0  4 
31  16  1 
23  17  1 
33  1  *6 

From  1716  to  1725 
1726  to  1735 
1736  to  1745 
1746  to  1755 
1756  to  1765 
1766  to  1775 
1776  to  1785 
1786 

17  10  9 
16  9  4 
18  15  7 
18  10  11 
17  9  1 
28  7  9 
22  4  7 
20  12  6 

General  Average 
De    la  Balance  du 

28  I  5 

1787 
1788 

22  2  6 
24  0  0 

Commerce,  torn  3. 

General  Average 

20  1  4 

So  much  for  the  basis  of  the  reasoning  of  the 
Committee;  let  us  now  examine  its  superstructure. 

From  the  table  before  quoted,  it  appears  that 
upon  an  average  of  five  years,  Great  Britain  has, 
from  the  year  1765  to  this  moment,  regularly 
required  the  aid  of  importation  to  supply  the 
subsistence  necessary  for  its  population;  if,  there- 
fore, it  did  not  grow  Corn  sufficient  for  its  own 
inhabitants,  what  influence  upon  prices  could 
any  law  respecting  exportation  possess,  when 
exportation  was  absolutely  impossible  ;  or  by 
what  principle  of  commerce  can  the  reasoning  of 
the  Committee  be  directed,  when  they  recommend, 
as  a  method  of  keeping  prices  moderate  and 
steady,  a  prohibition  of  importing  into  any  mar- 
ket, an  article,  the  supply  of  which  is  confes- 
sedly not  adequate  to  the  demand.  It  will  only 
be  now  necessary  to  account  for  the  different 
advances  in  the  prices  of  Wheat  from  the  year 
1765  to  1813,  to  complete  the  refutation  of  the 
positions  maintained  by  the  Committee.  From 
the  documents  adduced  in  their  report,  it  appears, 
that  from  the  year  1765  to  1794,  the  average 
price  of  a  quarter  of  Wheat  rose  from  33s  3d  to 
44s  7d ;  and  to  account  for  this  advance,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  as  Ipng  as  a  nation  continues 


* 


uniformly  to  export  an  article,  the  general  price 
of  the  market  of  Europe  to  which  the  same  is 
exported,  must  exceed  the  home  price  by  all 
the  expenses  of  transit.  The  average  price  of 
a  quarter  of  Wheat,  previous  to  the  year  1765, 
was  33s  3d;  the  expense  of  carrying  it  to  mar- 
ket, could  not  fall  far  short  of  8s  per  quarter; 
this  would  make  the  market  price  of  Europe 
41s  3d;  but  as  our  merchant  exporter  here  was 
allowed  5s  per  quarter  bounty,  this  5s  per  quar- 
ter must  be  deducted,  and  would  leave  the  price 
of  the  market  of  Europe  about  36s  3d. 

Subsequent  to  the  year  1765,  Great  Britain,  as 
appears  by  the  table  (note  A)  was  an  importing 
nation  generally,  and  therefore,  had  not  only  to  pay 
the  market  price  of  Europe  of  36s  3d  per  quar- 
ter as  before  estimated,  but  also  8s  per  quarter 
expenses  of  transit,  which  makes  the  price 
44s  3d  per  quarter,  and  this  approaches  so  near 
to  44s  7d  per  quarter,  as  not  to  render  it  neces- 
sary to  recur  to  the  alteration  of  the  law  respect- 
ing importation  and  exportation,  for  the  cause 
of  the  advance.  From  the  year  1792,  (at  which 
period  only  our  Corn-laws  first  assumed  a  regu- 
lar and  effective  shape,)  up  to  the  present  time, 


10 


we  have  been  continually  engaged  in  a  war  the 
most  unexampled  in  history,  for  a  general 
derangement  of  the  commercial  system ;  we 
have  also,  during  that  interval,  experienced  some 
years  of  tremendous  scarcity,  and  have  more- 
over been  in  continual  want  of  an  average  impor- 
tation of  more  than  500,000  quarters. 

From  this  steady  demand  for  importation,  the 
market  price  of  Wheat  never  fell  below  the 
limiting  price  of  52s  6d  per  quarter,  from  the 
year  1792  to  1804,  and  when  in  this  last  men- 
tioned year,  the  limiting  price  was  raised  from 
52s  6d  to  65s  6d  per  quarter,  the  same  cause 
produced  the  same  result,  and  should  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  be  adopted,  and  the 
limiting  price  be  raised  to  105s,  that  price  would 
be  the  standard  point  to  which  the  home  market 
might  vibrate,  but  below  which  it  would  never 
pass,  except  the  impolicy  of  the  measure  should 
so  much  impede  the  prosperity  of  our  manufac 
tures,  as  to  starve  our  population  down  to  the 
number,  that  could  find  an  adequate  subsistence 
from  the  internal  produce  of  the  country. 

Having  now  discussed,  and  I  think'satisfactorily 
refuted,  the  positions  assumed  by  the  Committee, 
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as  the  basis  of  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  report,  let  us  now  review  the  arguments 
which  were  adduced  in  support  of  the  attempt 
to  introduce  a  Bill  into  Parliament,  grounded 
upon  the  basis  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

The  ostensible  reasons  given  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  measure,  were,  the  necessity  of  secur- 
ing the  Farmer  a  good  price;  the  rendering  this 
price  uniformly  steady;  and  by  this  uniformly 
good  price,  inducing  such  an  influx  of  capital  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  as  would  raise  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  to  the  average  standard, 
which  is  required  for  the  subsistence  of  its  popu- 
lation. 

It  is  rather  unfortunate  for  those  who  advocate 
the  intended  Bill  upon  these  grounds,  that  from 
the  very  nature  and  principles  of  commerce,  and 
the  variations  of  seasons,  such  grounds  are  ab- 
solutely incompatible  with  each  other. 

No  climate  like  that  of  Great  Britain  can  pro- 
duce a  sufficiency: _of  sustenance  for  its  popula- 
tion, without  having  in  some  years  more,  and 
in  other  years  less,  than  the  quantity  requisite 
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for  this  purpose.  If  there  should  be  a  super- 
abundant harvest,  it  will  be  necessary  to  export 
the  surplus,  and  if  such  a  circumstance  should 
occur,  at  what  other  price  than  that  of  the  ge- 
neral market  of  Europe,  can  this  surplus  be 
disposed  of?  I  have  shown  in  page  9,  that  the 
average  price  of  Europe,  as  far  as  the  English 
and  French  table  can  be  depended  upon,  did 
not  much  vary  from  36s  3d,  down  to  the  year 
1789,  and  if  our  merchants  are  not  allowed 
any  bounty,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee, 
the  gross  price  they  can  calculate  upon  receiving, 
cannot  exceed  this  market-price  of  Europe,  ^the 
expenses  of  transit  included.  If,  therefore,  by 
artificial  arrangement,  the  price  is  kept  up  to 
105s,  till  the  object  of  growing  sufficient  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  community  is  attained,  in  what 
predicament  should  the  Farmers  then  stand? 
From  the  very  nature  of  man  arid  every  human 
institution,  no  more  will  go  into  the  Farmer's 
pocket  than  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
repay  him  the  fair  emolument  for  the  employ- 
ment of  labour  and  capital  in  the  manufacturing 
of  Corn;  the  remainder,  whatever  he  may  sell 
the  Corn  for,  will  go  into  the  pocket  of  the  per- 
son, who  owns  the  machine  called  land.  The 
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price,  however,  which  the  Farmer  expects,  and 
the  calculation  upon  which  he  takes  his  farm, 
is  the  monopoly  price  of  105s  per  quarter;  yet  it 
is  riot  only  very  possible,  but  highly  probable,  that 
if  the  Creator  in  his  goodness  should  send  a 
plentiful  harvest,  the  Farmer  would  be  compelled 
to  carry  his  Corn  to  the  European  market,  and 
receive  as  his  recompence  36s  6d  per  quarter. 

Such  would  be  the  ruinous  result,  if  the  pass- 
ing the  law  in  question  was  to  produce  the  effect 
which  is  pretended  to  be  desired. 

The  opinion  of  the  great  Franklin  was,  "  that 
if  all  ports  were  always  open,  and  all  commerce 
in  Corn  free,  every  maritime  country  would 
generally  eat  bread  at  the  medium  or  average  of 
all  harvests,  which  would  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  could  make  it  by  our  artificial 
regulations,  and,  therefore,  a  more  steady  encou- 
ragement to  agriculture.  The  nations  would  all 
have  bread  at  this  middle  price,  and  that  nation 
which  should  at  any  time  refuse  to  relieve  the 
distresses  of  another  nation,  would_  deserve  no 
compassion  when  in  distress  itself." 
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I  think  it  is  scarcely  necessary  from  what  has 
been  said  as  to  the  precipice  upon  which  the 
Fanner  would  be  placed,  to  add  more  to  refute 
the  arguments  that  dare  be  openly  avowed  for 
the  introduction  of  the  measure.  The  true  rea- 
son is  partial  private  interest,  and  the  parties 
arranged  in  opposition  to  each  other,  are  the 
landed  interest  on  one  side;  the  poor,  the  indus- 
trious, the  disbanded  soldier,  the  half  pay  offi- 
cer, the  mortgagee,  the  unbeneficed  clergy,  and 
the  public  creditor  on  the  other.  The  Farmer 
is  brought  ostensibly  into  play,  to  aid  the  decep- 
tion in  the  manoeuvre;  but  let  it  be  recollected 
that,  if  there  was  no  risk  in  the  conducting  a 
manufactory  of  Corn,  there  would  be  few  Far- 
mers, their  place  would  soon  be  supplied  by 
overbearing  bailiffs,  and  starving  peasants. 

The  temptation  held  out  to  Government,  to 
induce  them  to  exert  their  influence  to  procure 
the  passing  of  the  law,  by  which  these  private 
emoluments  would  be  attained,  would  be  the 
prospect  of  revenue ;  but  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  export  before  the  year  1764,  and  the 
imports  since  the  same  year,  never,  upon  an 
average  of  10  years,  exceeded  materially  the 
one-thirty-secondth  part  of  the  growth  of  the 
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country,  (e)  that,  therefore,  for  every  shilling 
which  the  revenue  received,  the  landed  interest 
would  receive  thirty-two. 

For  the  space  of  100  years,  the  price  of  Corn 
in  England  continued  to  decline,  as  long  as  it 
was  an  exporting  nation,  and  obliged  to  meet 
the  market  of  Europe,  and  this  continued  till 
the  year  1765,*  when  the  price  was  33s  3d.  In 
France  the  same  thing  took  place  till  the  year 
1789,  when  their  price  upon  an  average  of  73 
years,  was  28  livers  per  septier  of  2401  b,  or 
33s  6d  p&r  quarter.! 

It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed,  that  at  this  very 
moment,  if  the  Corn-trade  was  free,  about  36s  6d 
per  quarter  would  be  the  market-price  of  Europe, 
at  which  price  Great  Britain  might  satisfy  all 
her  wants,  and  allowing  about  8s  per  quarter 
for  the  expense  of  carriage,  the  price  at  which 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  might  eat  their  bread, 
would  not  exceed  44s  6d  per  quarter  on  an  aver- 
age, provided  there  were  no  Corn  laws  in  exis- 
tence; but  if  the  bill  in  question  passes,  the 

(e)  See  Smith's  Tracts  on  the  Corn  laws,  page  166. 

*  See  Table,  page  5. 

t  See  prices  in  France,  page  6. 
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price  of  Corn  in  Great  Britain  (as  long  as  we 
are  an  importing  nation,  and  the  law  is  any  thing 
but  a  dead  letter)  will  never,  upon  an  average, 
fall  below  the  limiting  price  of  105s,  making  a 
difference  of  60s  6d  per  quarter,  every  farthing 
of  which  will,  in  the  end,  go  into  the  pockets  of 
the  landed  proprietors. 

But   60s   9d   per  quarter  upon  the  quantity 
consumed,   as   estimated   in   the   note,   (f)  will 


(f)  It  is  estimated  in  Smith's  Corn  Tracts,  page  280,  that 
the  consumption  of  bread  Corn  will  be  very  nearly  one  quar- 
ter to  each  individual  in  the  community,  and  that  as  many 
quarters  of  other  kinds  of  Corn  will  be  required  for  drink, 
cattle,  poultry,  &c.  But  the  population  of  England,  Wales, 
and  Scotland,  as  computed  in  1811  was  12,353,000, 

Quarters. 

Therefore  Bread  Corn,  at  1  quarter  each ;....  12,353.000 

Corn  for  other  purposes 12,353,000 

The  advance  of  60s  6d  on    12,353,000 

will  amount  to  the  sum  of  , £37,367,825 

And  reckoning  the  advance  on  other  Corn  only  i 

one  half  of  that  on  Bread  Corn,  a  further  >  18,683,912 
sum  of  30s  3d  each  must  be  added J 

56,051,737 
From  this  must  be  deducted  60s  6d  on  500,000) 

quarters,  the  average  import 5    1»61 

And  this  will  leave  a  sum  of  j£54, 539,237 
Which  would  be  received  by  the  landed  Proprietors  or  their 
tenants,  if  the  monopolizing  law,  recommended  by  the 
Committee  was  carried  into  effect ;  the  same  proportional 
sum  would  be  received  by  the  Proprietors  and  tenants  in 
Ireland. 
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amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  0654,539,237, 
a  sum  which  exceeds  the  total  amount  of  all 
the  taxes,  which  will  be  necessary  to  be  laid  to 
pay  the  interest  of  our  unredeemed  debt,  the 
sinking  fund,  civil  government,  and  peace  esta- 
blishment, even  upon  the  most  extensive  scale. 

Yet  this  is  the  sum  the  landed  interest  have 
it  in  contemplation  to  divide  amongst  the  present 
occupiers  of  the  land,  and  ultimately,  as  tne 
leases  fall  in,  to  apply  to  their  own  exclusive 
benefit. 

Owing  to  the  late  high  prices  of  Corn,  those 
who  have  been  fortunate  enough,  to  have  their 
leases  fall  in,  are  reaping,  and  if  the  bill  passes, 
will  continue  to  reap,  their  proportion  of  the 
sum  above  specified.  The  fear  of  losing  this 
great  advantage,  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
some,  and  in  the  expectation  of  all  the  landed 
proprietors,  is  the  cause  which  originates  the 
measure  in  question;  but  before  any  community 
submits  to  a  tax  by  which  more  than  one  half 
of  the  property  of  one  part  will  be  transferred 
to  the  pockets  of  any  other  description  of  indi- 
viduals, composing  that  community,  it  is  very 
natural  to  inquire  what  are  the  claims  which 

c 
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these  other  individuals  possess,  to  enjoy  such  a 
distinguished  favour.  When  Mr.  Pitt  proposed 
the  Income  Tax  in  the  year  1798,  he  estimated 
the  whole  income  of  England  and  Scotland^at 
about  114,000,000;  the  component  parts  of  this 
sum  he  supposed  to  be: 

Income  from  industry 52  millions. 

Annuitants,  &c 31        ,, 

Rentals  of  England  and  Scotland...  31        „ 

From  this  statement  it  appears,  that  the  total 
rental  of  the  Land-tax  was  only  about  one-fourth 
of  the  whole,  and  the  number  of  individuals, 
enjoying  this  must  be  very  small  compared  with 
those  enjoying  the  remaining  83,000,000.  Yet 
this  small  minority,  both  in  number  and  value, 
have  it  in  contemplation  to  tax  the  majority  in  the 
year  1814,  to  an  amount  almost  double  their 
rental  in  the  year  1798. 

But,  if  this  bill  passes,  who  are  to  be  the  suf- 
ferers? first,  the  industrious,  the  mortgagees,  the 
half-pay  officer,  and  the  unbeneficed  clergy,  are 
to  be  stript  of  half  their  income ;  next  the  poor 
are  to  be  ground  down  to  the  very  point  which 
shall  be  only  not  starvation. 


Then  with  the  return  of  peace  come  the  de- 
fenders of  the  country,  who,  after  having  fought 
its  battles,  must  be  turned  loose,  to  struggle 
against  a  most  distressing  competition,  for  even  a 
bare  subsistence ;  and  last  of  all,  the  public 
creditors,  who  have  advanced  the  money  to  feed 
these  defenders  of  the  country,  are,  when  the 
difficulty  is  surmounted,  to  be  deprived  of  the 
enjoyment  of  the  greater  part  of  that  property, 
which  saved  the  very  estates  which  these  landed 
proprietors  possess. 

Having  now  examined  the  extent  of  the  object 
which  the  Landed  Interest  have  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  endeavour  to  accomplish;  having  also 
taken  a  slight  view  of  the  claims  of  this  minority, 
let  us  here  take  a  short  survey  of  the  benefits 
which  have  already  been  conferred  upon  them. — 
In  the  year  1689,  when  the  necessities  of  the  State 
required  supplies,  which,  from  ignorance  of  the 
art  of  taxation,  were  levied  principally  upon  the 
land;  the  landed  Proprietors,  ever  attentive  to 
their  own  interest,  had  influence,  under  the  spe- 
cious pretext  of  encouraging  agriculture,  to  pro- 
cure a  bounty  of  5s  per  quarter  upon  all  Wheat 
exported.  This  bounty,  though  small  in  amount, 
as  to  the  sum  paid  for  it  by  Government,  was  in 
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reality,  by  raising  the  home-price,  a  tax  amount- 
ing to  5s  per  quarter,  upon  all  the  Corn  produced 
in  the  Kingdom;  and  if  the  calculation  may  be 
depended  upon,  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
our  population  and  the  quantity  of  Grain  requir- 
ed for  their  subsistence,  the  profit  which  the 
occupiers  of  land  derived  from  this  measure, 
did  not  fall  much  short  of  £2,443,625  per  an- 
num, (g)  This  sum  was  an  actual  increase  upon 
what  would  have  been  the  natural  rents  of  land, 
provided  no  Corn-laws  had  existed,  and  the 
growers  of  Corn  in  England  had  been  obliged  tp 


(g)  According  to  the  comparative  population  of  Great 
Britain,  as  delivered  to  the  IJouse  of  Lords,  28th  January, 
1812,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  was  6,523,000,  and  making  the  same  calculation  as 
on  note  /,  it  would  require  9,784,500  quarters  of  Bread, 
corn,  to  feed  the  population;  this,  at  5s  per  quarter,  amounts 
to  .€2,446,125. 

Comparative  Statement  of  the  Population  of  Great  Britain^ 
delivered  to  the  House  of  Lords,  ZSth  July^  1812. 

Periods. 

. A. 


1700 

1750 

1801 

181)1 

England  
Wales  

5,108,500 
366,500 

6,017.700 
449,300 

8,609,000 
559,000 

9,855,400 
632,600 

Scotland  

5,475,000 
1,048,000 

6,467,000 
1,403,000 

9,168,000 
1,652,000 

10,488,000 
1,865,000 

jGrreat  Britain 

6-523,000 

7,870,000 

10,820,000 

12,353,000 

meet  in  a  fair  competition  the  rest  of  the  Corn- 
growers  of  the  world;  it  was  also  more  than  an 
indemnity  against  every  impost  laid  upon  the 
land.  This  continued  from  the  year  1689  to 
1765,  there  being  more  Corn  grown  in  the  country 
than  was  adequate  to  the  supply  of  its  popula- 
tion ;  and  manufactures  being  only  in  their  in- 
fancy, England  was  under  the  necessity  of  ex- 
porting the  raw  material  of  Corn,  to  purchase 
those  articles  which  the  local  capabilities  of  the 
Country  did  not  afford  upon  as  good  terms  as 
other  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 


From  the  year  1765,  however,  to  the  year 
1792,  the  nation  became,  from  the  improved 
state  of  its  manufactures,  and  consequent  in- 
crease of  its  population,  an  importing,  instead 
of  an  exporting  country,  for  the  article  of  Corn  ; 


Table  of  Population  in  England  and  Wales^  throughout  the 
last  century,  deduced  from  the  registers. 


Year.  Population. 

1700 5,475,000 

1710 : 5,240,000 

1720  5,565,000 

1730 5,796,000 

1740 6,064,000 

1750 6,467.000 

1760 6,736,000 

1770 , 7,428,000 


Year.  Population 

1780 ;.  7,953,000 

1785  8,016,000 

1790 8,675,000 

1795 9,055,000 

1801  9,168,000 

1805—6  9,828,000 

181 1  10,488,000 


and  hence  the  prices  rose  from  33s  3d  to  44s  7d, 
on  account  of  the  addition  of  8s  per  quarter 
(the  expense  of  transit)  to  36s  3d  per  uarter, 
the  market-price  of  Europe,  as  explained  in 
page  9. 

This  important  change  in  the  nature  of  the 
Corn-trade  being  ascertained  to  be  permanent, 
the  law  respecting  bounty  upon  export  became 
a  dead  letter,  and  the  landed  interest,  not  content 
with  the  fair,  natural,  commercial  rise,  of  from 
33s  3d  to  44s  7d,  now  took  the  opportunity  of 
their  influence  in  the  Councils  of  the  government 
of  the  country,  to  procure  the  passing  of  a  law, 
limiting  the  price  of  import  to  52s  6d,  and  there- 
by increasing  the  natural  price  of  44s  7d  to 
52s  6d,  being  a  monopoly  advance  of  7s  lid 
per  quarter. 

By  the  survey  of  the  population  of  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland,  it  appears  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  year  1792,  amounted  to 
about  10,000,000,  and  making  the  same  calcula- 
tions as  at  page  15,  (h)  the  advance  upon  the  pro- 


(A)   According    to   the   comparative  population   of  Great 
Britain,  as  delivered  to  the  House  of  Lords,  28th  January, 


fits  of  the  occupiers  of  land  was  £l  1,539,584,  a 
stun  exceeding  the  amount  of  all  the  public  debt 
contracted  prior  to  the  year  1792,  which,  from 
the  statement  made  to  Parliament  in  1804, 
appears  to  be  only  ,£9,669,272  13s  9d!!! 

From  the  year  1792,  to  the  year  1804,  the 
same  cause  for  a  permanent  import  continued  to 
exist;  the  war  also,  and  some  very  unpropitious 
seasons,  raised  the  price  of  Corn  to  the  average 
of  68s  5d,  during  that  period,  and  when,  from 
the  short  interval  of  peace,  the  price  began  to 
resiliate  to  the  monopoly  level  of  52s  6d,  the 
Landed  Interest,  pursuing  the  same  line  of  con* 
duct,  procured  the  passing  of  a  law,  raising  the 
limiting  price  from  52s  6d  to  65s  6d  per  quarter, 
which  is  an  advance  of  J3s  per  quarter,  and 
which,  making  the  same  calculation  as  in  note 
f,  gave  an  additional  profit  to-  the  occupiers 


1812,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  was  10,000,000  ;  and  making  the  same  calculation 
as  in  note/,  it  would  require  15,000,000  quarters  of  bread, 
corn  to  feed  the  population;  this,  at  15s  lid  per  quarter, 

amounts  to £11,937,500 

Deduct  Average  import,  500,000  bushels  .>.;/. 307,916 

£1 1,539,584 


of  land,   of   £10,221,575,   (i)   which,    added  to 
£11,539,584,  makes  £n, 761, 159,  a  sum  which 
approaches  very  near  to  £24,110,475  16s  lid, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt  incurred 
previous  to  the  year  1804.      It  has  been  detailed 
in   note  f,   that  if  the  present  attempt  to  raise 
the  limiting  price  to  105s,  was  carried  into  effect, 
the  occupiers  of  land  would  gain  £54,539,237, 
a  sum  much  exceeding  ,£37,793,405,  the  amount 
of  the  annual  public  charge  on  the  5th  January, 
1813.       And    if,    from  this    intended    gain    of 
.£54,539,237,    the   amount    of   what  is    already 
gained,  from  the  two  monopoly  advances  of  7s  lid 
and  13s  per  quarter,  is  deducted,  the  point  to 
be  contested  will  be,  whether  or  not  the  Country 
can  submit  to  a  tax  of  £38,578,078,  in  addition 
to  the  enormous  burden  which  it  has  already  to 
support. 


(i)  According  to  the  comparative  population  of  Great 
Britain,  as  delivered  to  the  House  of  Lords,  28th  January, 
1812,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  was  10,817,000  ;  and  making  the  same  calculation 
as  in  note/,  it  would  require  16,225,500  quarters  of  Bread- 
corn  to  feed  the  population;  this,  at  13s  per  quarter,  would 

amount  to    ^10,546,575 

Deduct  average  imports,  500,000  bushel*  325,000 

^10,221,575 
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Before,  however,  the  momentous  step  is  taken, 
it  might  perhaps  be  as  well  to  consider  what 
would  be  the  result,  was  the  measure  carried 
into  effect.  I  have  detailed,  in  page  13,  the 
perilous  situation  in  which  the  Manufacturer  of 
Corn,  called  a  Farmer,  would  be  placed  by  the 
operation  of  the  Bill.  The  effect  upon  the  labour- 
ing poor  would  (as  each  individual  requires  one 
quarter  of  Wheat  per  annum,  for  his  subsistence) 
be  exactly  equivalent  to  a  further  poll-tax  of  39s 
7d,  in  addition  to  20s  lid,  already  imposed, 
and  as  in  most  instances,  (agricultural  ones  espe- 
cially,) labourers  have  not  more  wages  than  will 
just  keep  an  average  family  above  starvation, 
they  must  either  raise  their  wages,  or  apply  to 
the  parish. 

The  disbanded  soldiers  and  sailors,  however, 
will  make  such  a  competition  for  labour,  that  a 
decrease,  instead  of  an  increase  of  wages,  may 
with  confidence  be  expected  ;  and  I  would  ask, 
whether  the  Landed  Interest  have  therefore  no- 
thing to  dread,  when  the  lower  orders  find  that 
peace  is  not  followed  by  plenty,  but  starvation ; 
and  that  such  starvation  is  the  effect  of  the  arti- 
ficial restrictions  of  the  landed  monopoly. 

D 
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Equally  hard  would  the  measure  press  upon 
the  half-pay  officers,  the  unbeneficed  clergy, 
the  mortgagees,  and  the  public  annuitants.  These 
last  have  lent  their  savings  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country,  and  what 
have  they  taken  as  their  security?  Not  the  land 
alone,  for  the  \thole  legitimate  rental  of  tHe 
country  would  not  pay  the  annuity  pledged  to 
them  by  the  public ;  no,  their  security  is  the 
aggregate  value  of  the  whole  empire,  its  lands, 
its  roads,  its  canals,  its  commerce,  the  spirit 
and  information  of  its  inhabitants,  the  goodness 
of  its  laws,  arid  the  soundness  of  its  constitution. 
And  it  is  their  business  to  take  care  that  no  alter- 
ations are  made  by  which  the  security  may  be 
deteriorated.  The  paper  title  of  a  stock  receipt, 
is  as  real  as  the  parchment  title  of  a  landed 
esta'e;  they  both  stand  upon  the  basis  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  it  would  be  equally  justi- 
fiable for  the  Stockholder  to  seize  and  divide 
the  land,  as  for  the  Landholder,  by  an  indirect 
law,  to  reduce  the  Stockholder's  annuity  to  half 
its  value. 

The  case  stands  exactly  in  this  predicament.-— 
We,   as  an  importing  nation,  do  pay 


Expense  of  transit  over  and  above  the  market 
price  of  Europe  8s  per  quarter  ,£5,800,000 
First  monopoly  advance  from  44s  7d 

to  52s  6d,  or  7s  lid  per  quarter     5,739,584 
Second     monopoly     advance,    from 
52s  6d  to  65s  6d,  or  13s  per  quar- 
ter       10,221,575 

and  shall  we  or  shall  we  not,  add  the 
further  monopoly  advance  of 
from  65s  6d  to  105s,  or  39s  6d 

per  quarter     38,578,078 

or  are  not  the  interests  of  the  Landed  Proprietors 
more  than  protected  already,  and  ought  not  their 
protection  to  be  reduced,  by  bringing  the  limiting 
price  below  65s  6d  as  now  established  ?  All 
that  they  can  have  the  smallest  right  to  expect, 
is,  that  the  manufacture  of  Corn  should  be  pro- 
tected against  such  portion  of  the  taxes  as  they 
may  be  called  upon  to  pay;  but  the  whole  annual 
public  charge,  funded  and  unfunded,  (sinking 
fund  included,)  did  not,  on  the  5th  January,  1813, 
amount  to  <£40,000,000  per  annum,  and  as  the 
whole  income  of  theMand  does  not  much  exceed 
one-quarter  of  the  whole  income  of  the  commu- 
nity, their  share  of  the  taxes  cannot  be  estimated 
at  much  more  than  ^10,000,000;  but  by  the  mo- 
nopoly advances  of  from  44s  7d  to  52s  6d,  and 
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from  52s  6d  to  65s  6d,  the  profits  gained  by  the 
occupiers  of  land,  amount  to  ,£15,961, 159;  it 
-would,  therefore,  appear,  that  from  the  law  now 
in  existence,  their  indemnity  is  much  more  than 
complete,  and  that  therefore  no  time  ought  to 
be  lost  in  placing  petitions  upon  the  tables  of 
your  Parliaments,  to  prevent  a  measure  sane/, 
tioued  neither  by  justice  nor  policy. 


Liverpool)  printed  by  James  Smith. 
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